viii                                  PREFACE.
Milton/ says Boswell, * the hounds of Whiggism have opened
in full cry.' Horace Walpole writes of Johnson's ' Billings-
gate on Milton,3 but weakens the force of his censure by
confessing in a later letter that he had 'made a point of
conscience of not buying " Johnson's Lives," and had never
even dipped into the earlier volumes.' (Walpole's Letters,
ed. Cunningham, vii. 452, 508.) Cowper devotes the whole of
one of his letters to Unwin to a detailed criticism of the
Life of Milton, and complains that he 'has belaboured
that great poet's character with the most industrious cruelty.
As a man he has hardly left him the shadow of one good
quality. Churlishness in private life, and a rancorous hatred
of everything royal in his public, are the two colours with
which he has smeared all the canvas/ (Oct. 31, 1779, to
Unwin.) A later editor has also printed the indignant
notes which Cowper wrote in the margin of his copy of
the Lives. Milton's last biographer describes Johnson
as ' employing all his vigorous powers and consummate
skill to write down Milton. He undoubtedly dealt a heavy
blow to the poet's reputation, and succeeded in' damaging
it for at least two generations of readers. He did for Milton
what Aristophanes did for Socrates," effaced the real man
and replaced nim by a distorted and degrading caricature.'
(Pattison, Milton, p. 219.)
The unfairness of Johnson's account lies in the fact that
he exaggerates the failings of Milton's private life, and dis-
torts and miscolqurs the history of his public life. He
adopts the harshest accounts of Milton's treatment of his
daughters. He accuses him of changing his party for per-
sonal motives, and betraying his principles from love of
money. If he does not directly assert that he interpo-
lated Eikon Basilike for party purposes, he does not shrink
from insinuating that he was capable of doing so. This
charge of injustice cannot be refuted, as Bos well seeks to
refute it, by bringing forward those passages in which John-
son praises Milton in noble and appropriate, language. With